
 

City of Potterville - Council Agenda   
Thursday, October 15, 2020 �± 7:00 p.m. �± Potterville City Hall, 319 N. Nelson Street  

 
  

  
   
A. Call to Order:   
  
B. Pledge of Allegiance:   
  
C. Roll Call:   
  
D. Approval of Agenda   
  
E. Approval of Minutes a) Meeting minutes from September17, 2020.   
  
F. Approval of Bills a) General Bills: $209,362.47  
  
G. Bank Reconciliations: a) September 2020 
  
H. �&�L�W�\���0�D�Q�D�J�H�U�¶�V���5�H�S�R�U�W�����0�D�Q�D�J�H�U�¶�V���U�H�S�R�U�W���L�Q���W�K�H���2�F�W�R�E�H�U�������������S�D�F�N�H�W������ 
  
I. Public Comment on agenda items:   
  
J. Commission/Committee Reports: Reports in the October 2020 packet.   
  
K. Department Reports: Administration- Department reports in the October 2020 packet.   
  
L. New Business:   

a) �5�H�Q�H�Z�D�O���R�I���9�L�G�H�R���)�U�D�Q�F�K�L�V�H���$�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���:�2�:�¶�V���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���R�I���D�V�V�H�W���W�U�D�Q�V�I�H�U���I�U�R�P��
Broadstripe LLC) 

b) City Property and Downtown Development Property Quit Claim Deeds 
c) City Appointment(s) and Removal(s) from Zoning Board of Appeals and Planning 

Commission 
  
M. Public Comment on non-agenda items:   
  
N. Communication from the Mayor and Council:   
  
O. Next Meeting: Thursday, November 19, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.   
  
P. Excuse absent member(s):   
  
Q. Motion to Adjourn:   
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Council Meeting was called to order by Mayor Kring on Thursday, September 17, 2020 at 7:00 
p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 
Roll Call: Present: Mayor Kring, Deputy Mayor Lenneman, Member Nichols, 
Member Potter, Member Smalley, Member Pulda and Member Twichell 

 
Absent: None 

                    
Approval of Agenda: Motion made by Member Twichell to approve the Agenda.  Supported by 
Member Pulda. Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Mayor Kring, Deputy Mayor Lenneman, Member Nichols, 
Member Potter, Member Pulda, Member Smalley and Member Twichell. Nays: None. Motion 
carried (7-0).  

 
Approval of Minutes: Motion to approve Meeting minutes from August 20, 2020 made by 
Member Twichell. Supported by Deputy Mayor Lenneman. Supported by Deputy Mayor 
Lenneman. Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Mayor Kring, Deputy Mayor Lenneman, Member Nichols, 
Member Potter, Member Pulda, Member Smalley and Member Twichell. Nays: None. Motion 
carried (7-0).  
 
Approval of Bills : Motion to approve payment of General Bills in amount of $72,258.36 made 
by Member Smalley. Supported by Member Potter. Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Mayor Kring, Deputy 
Mayor Lenneman, Member Nichols, Member Potter, Member Pulda, Member Smalley and 
Member Twichell. Nays: None. Motion carried (7-0).  
 

 
Bank Reconciliations: Motion by Deputy Mayor Lenneman to approve August 2020 Accounts 
for General, Tax and Payroll. Supported by Member Smalley. Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Mayor 
Kring, Deputy Mayor Lenneman, Member Nichols, Member Potter, Member Pulda, Member 
Smalley and Member Twichell. Nays: None. Motion carried (7-0).  
 
�&�L�W�\���0�D�Q�D�J�H�U�¶�V���5�H�S�R�U�W�����0�D�Q�D�J�H�U�¶�V���U�H�S�R�U�W���L�Q���S�D�F�N�H�W�� 
 
Public Comment on agenda items: None 

 
Commission/Committee Reports: None.  

 
Department Reports: Administration- Department reports in the September 2020 packet.  
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New Business:  
 
Resolution No. 20-0811-08 to allow designated position (Manager) to sign MERS 
Documents with the need to provide approved minutes. Motion made by Mayor Kring. 
Supported by Deputy Mayor Lenneman.  Ayes: Mayor Kring, Deputy Mayor Lenneman, 
Member Nichols, Member Potter, Member Pulda, Member Smalley and Member Twichell. 
Nays: None. Motion carried (7-0).  
 
�8�S�G�D�W�H���W�K�H���&�L�W�\�¶�V���H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J���0�(�5�6���'�H�I�L�Q�H�G���%�H�Q�H�I�L�W���$�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W���± employee contribution rate 
to increase to 4.42%.  Motion by Member Pulda. Supported by Member Twichell. Roll Call 
Vote.  Ayes: Mayor Kring, Deputy Mayor Lenneman, Member Nichols, Member Potter, 
Member Pulda, Member Smalley and Member Twichell. Nays: None. Motion carried (7-0).  
    

 
Approve Cummins Inc., contract for sewer generator maintenance agreement: Motion by 
Deputy Mayor Lenneman. Supported by Member Smalley. Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Mayor Kring, 
Deputy Mayor Lenneman, Member Nichols, Member Potter, Member Pulda, Member Smalley 
and Member Twichell. Nays: None. Motion carried (7-0).  
 
Public Comment on non-agenda items: None 

 
Communication from the Mayor and Council: Member Nichols shared TIFA approved up to 
�������������I�R�U���&�L�W�\�¶�V���Z�H�O�F�R�P�H���V�L�J�Q���D�W���9�H�U�P�R�Q�W�Y�L�O�O�H���F�R�U�Q�H�U�����$�O�V�R���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�Q�J���R�Q���V�S�H�H�G���U�H�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���R�Q��
�/�D�Q�V�L�Q�J���5�G�����0�H�P�E�H�U���7�Z�L�F�K�H�O�O���L�Q�T�X�L�U�H�G���D�E�R�X�W���0�H�P�E�H�U���6�P�D�O�O�H�\���D�Q�G���0�H�P�E�H�U���3�R�W�W�H�U�¶�V���O�D�V�W��
months vote on excusing absence and asked for explanation.  Mayor Kring shared Planning 
Commission planning for holiday seasons with new decoration on Vermontville corridor like 
Main Street. 

 
Next Meeting: Thursday, October 16, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Motion to Adjourn: Motion made by Member Smalley and Supported by Member Twichell. 
Roll Call Vote. Ayes: Mayor Kring, Deputy Mayor Lenneman, Member Nichols, Member 
Potter, Member Pulda, Member Smalley and Member Twichell. Nays: None. Motion carried (7-
0). 
 
Meeting adjourned at: 7:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by: 
 

Becky Dolman 
Interim City Clerk 
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October 8, 2020 

To:  City Council 

From:  Aaron Sheridan, City Manager  

Subject: �D���v���P���Œ�[�•���Z���‰�}�Œ�š 

Please see my report items for this month and let me know if you have questions or 
comments. Thank you. 

1. According to MDOT Joseph G Bonsall, Property Analyst MDOT �t Development Services 
Division �t the Michigan Department of Transportation is entering into an Engineering Review 
stage regarding the City�[�•���‰�}�•sible land purchase of MDOT property for the purposes of wellhead 
development. This process is both thorough and time consuming. According to Mr. Bonsall, the 
City should be aware that MDOT Engineering Review involves various specialized areas 
�š�Z�Œ�}�µ�P�Z�}�µ�š���D���K�d�[�•���>���v�•�]�v�P�U���Z���P�]�}�v���o�U�����v�����d�Œ���v�•�‰�}�Œ�š���š�]�}�v���^���Œ�À�]�����������v�š���Œ���}�(�(�]�����•�U�����o�}�v�P���Á�]�š�Z���š�Z����
Michigan Department of Natural Resources, who examine the request to ensure there are no 
conflicts with any current or future transportation needs, nor any relevant environmental 
conditions or impacts. This process is estimated to take a minimum of 6 months. Workload, staff 
availability, and varying priorities of the reviewers can all affect the timeline. MDOT staff strive 
to complete the process as quickly as possible. Mr. Bonsall has stated he will inform the City the 
results of the Engineering Review when it is complete. I intend to request of MDOT an expedited 
review provided the City�[�•��project is not expansion �t but replacement of a discontinued well and 
intended to reestablish safe confirm capacity level for city residents.   

2. For your review and consideration, the renewal of the City�[s Uniform Video Services 
Franchise Agreement with Wow, Inc. has been reviewed by legal counsel, WoW, Inc. Operations 
Manager Bryant Murry and I. This full and complete renewal agreement is prepared for approval 
and would provide for 10 years of General Fund revenues equal a 5% gross revenue of any service 
providers (or others like their sub-contractors) gross revenue within the jurisdiction of the City. 
My estimate is roughly +/-$10,000 to be received by the City as entitled by law. These types of 
Agreements for video franchises are fairly standard throughout Michigan local governments and 
provide for customer service protections such as dispute procedures and penalties upon the 
Provider for non-performance.  The Uniform Video Services Local Franchise Act, Act 480 of 2006, 
as amended, MCL 484.3301 et seq. provides that such an agreement is necessary when a video 
service provider seeks authorization to serve customers in a Local Unit of Government such as 
the City. Except as otherwise provided by the Act, a person (Wow, Inc.) shall not provide video 
services in any local unit of government without first obtaining a uniform video service local 
franchise as provided under Section 3. In the law.  

3. As you have heard, the Michigan Federal Supreme Court has ruled that Governor 
Whitmer�[�•�� ��xecutive Orders pertaining to Covid-19 (including those regarding the � Ôpen 
Meetings Act�_) made under the Emergency Powers of Governor, Public Act 302 of 1945 are 
unconstitutional. I paraphrase the City attorney �t since the Supreme Court issued an opinion 
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concluding that Gov. Whitmer lacked authority for EOs after April 30th, many municipalities have 
expressed concern as to whether they may lawfully continue to hold public meetings 
electronically via teleconference etc... This concern was exacerbated by the Emergency Order 
issue by Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) Director Robert Gordon, 
October 5, 2020 which continues to impose capacity limits on indoor and outdoor gatherings, but 
does not expressly permit public meetings to be held electronically. That said �t it is the opinion 
of the City�[�•���o��gal counsel that public bodies may continue to hold public meeting electronically 
if public body uses two-way communication so that the pubic can participate and if the public 
meeting notice explains how to access to the meeting electronically because of three major 
reasons in summary: 

1. The Open Meetings Act does not require physical presence. 

2. For many public bodies (including the City), in person meeting still cannot be lawfully 
or safely held. IE a lack of large area facilities like City Halls to maintain social distancing 
with an audience. 

3. Meetings are presumed valid. A � ÔMA�_ civil lawsuit must be filed within 60 days after 
the approved minutes are made available to the public �t and 30 days for decisions 
involving bids, contracts, assessments, bonds, and certain other decisions. If a decision is 
challenged, the public body may ratify the decision at a subsequent meeting under MCL 
15.270(5).   

A complete Legal opinion on this issue has been provided to City council and TIFA Board Members 
and is the basis of my recommendation for your Council and City public bodies to continue to 
hold their public meetings via teleconference and maintain status quo operations. This is my best 
attempt to attempt to follow what I believe is the law at this time and is in accordance with 
�^�K�Œ�����Œ�•�_���}�Œ���^�'�µ�]�����o�]�v���•�_���(�Œ�}�u��Director Robert Gordon, of the MDHHS (and the City attorney). 
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Parks & Recreation Department 
October 2020 

 
Parks: 

�x The Natural Shoreline demonstration that is taking place out at Lake Alliance Park, is 
supposed to start work mid-October with planting. I will be working with the Executive 
Director of the Barry Conservation District on a sign for the area. The plan was to have a 
podium style sign or a large sign on a post, pending on the budget/funding. With this, it 
will display the benefits of the shoreline vegetation which will provide educational 
purposes along with additional information. 

�x Last month we received our preliminary score for our grant application for the Michigan 
DNR Recreation Passport Grant. Our grant is to bring Sunset Hills Park up to 
accessibility for all, connecting the non-motorized trail through the park, add parking, 
and access around the park. There was additional information that was needed that can 
increase our score. With the help of our grant coordinator and City Manager we were able 
to walk through our preliminary score and what supplemental information we can add to 
increase our score. There is an unresolved conversion according to the MDNR which we 
have been in the process of resolving. This is regards to previous grants the City applied 
for years ago for City Park and when the library was built. Again, this is in-progress of 
resolving so in future grants this will not be an issue. The Supplemental information has 
been submitted prior to the beginning of October. Final scores will be released in 
November. In December, grant applications are submitted to the DNR Director for final 
recommendation in which who will be approved and awarded the grant.  

�x This month we received another grant opportunity. The CN Railway runs through the 
City of Potterville, which makes us eligible to apply for a grant up to $25,000 through a 
program of CN Railway �³EcoConnecions From the Ground Up�  ́which is administered 
by America in Bloom. America in Bloom was found in 2001 by a group of horticulture 
industry who developed the organization to connect people to the benefits of plants, trees 
and flowers- and now has evolved into community vitality, heritage preservation, 
environmental efforts and overall impression. They promote nationwide beautification 
through education and community involvement by encouraging the use of flowers, plants, 
trees and other environmental and lifestyle enhancements. This will provide the 
opportunity for the City to continue its beautification goal. It is a 50/50 matching grant, 
meaning the grant will fund no more than 50% of project costs, leaving the other 50% up 
to the municipality which can come from other sources such as service clubs, donations, 
in-kind services. Benefits this would do to a community would improve economic 
vitality, boost civic pride, encourage active enjoyment of the landscape and improve 
quality of life and contribute to the ecosystem like air and water quality improvements, 
stormwater benefits, screening and energy conservation. Deadline for this grant is not 
until December. We are applying for the grant for the CN Railway that travels behind 
Lake Alliance Park, the non-motorized trail that leads to Vermontville Highway.  

�x Lake Alliance will be getting a new sign that will be consistent with the other new City 
Signs that have been done in the past year by Terrell Associates. It will be a two-sided 
sign and will be a vocal point when travelers commute on Lansing Road.  
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�x The Thornapple River has been getting work done as well. The River is being cleared out 
of all the fall trees/debris and cleaned.  

Recreation:  

�x Basketball court has been receiving its coat of paint and stripping. It�¶s been a process, but 
we�¶re hoping to complete the project this month with weather pending. 

�x This is our last month of operation at the ball fields. It�¶s been a hit or miss with 
everything that has been going on, with teams and the pandemic.  

�x The Men�¶s baseball league is completing their season this month. It has been an absolute 
pleasure having them utilize our fields and overall a great group of men to work with and 
will be working with them again. 

�x The City is now officially ready for Fall. If you have notice, cornstalks, haybales and 
pumpkins have been placed throughout downtown Potterville, at the new City Signs and 
at entrances to the Parks. Thank you to Mayor Kring and Staff that helped decorate the 
City.  

�x Dump Your Junk Event will be taking place at the same location as last year at Lake 
Alliance Park back by the compost site. 

�x Parks Committee Report: Discussion was held on the Fall décor, Halloween and 
Christmas. We will post a flyer as in the past of Trick or Treating hours which is 6:00-
8:00 p.m. with additional information of safety tips and reminders. Christmas Event is 
Saturday, December 5th with the parade, refreshments, tree lighting and Santa. (Our letter 
to Santa has been received and he is looking forward to coming back to Potterville). 
Modifications are in process for the event and we are looking forward to the holiday 
season. This year decorations are getting upgraded and more items/facilities are going to 
be included. 

�x I am furthering my education and continuing my studies for the CPRP Exam which will 
be taken in November. 

�x I will be attending the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Meeting this month which 
the board hold discussion and guidance on evaluating grant applications, making project 
recommendations and administering projects. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by, 

Tiffani Schaner, Parks & Recreation Director 
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City of Potterville 
319 N. Nelson St. �Š PO Box 488 �Š Potterville, MI  48876 �Š Phone: (517) 645-7641 

Fax: (517) 645-7810 �Š www.pottervillemi.org 
 

 

from the Office of City Clerk 

 

October 2020 

 

This last month has certainly been all about the election. Ballots arrived on time and I was able 
to process our MOVE ballots (overseas and military). So far, the City of Potterville has mailed 
486 Absent Voter ballots and 134 ballots have already been returned. Up to this point, we have 
three and a half more times absent voter ballots than the previous General Election in 2016. The 
Bureau of Elections predicts we could have up to 50% of our voters vote by absent voter.  We 
also have had an influx of new registered voters. The City of Potterville registered voters have 
increased to 2151, a 3% increase just in the last month. 

Eaton County tested our modem for the tabulator for problems and it has been returned, ready for 
election day. The preliminary Accuracy and Logic Test for the tabulators were completed and 
the Public Accuracy and Logic Test will be Tuesday, October 20, 2020 at 10:00 am. We have 
scheduled another Election Commission Meeting to be Tuesday, October 13th at 10:30 am to 
complete the scheduling of the election inspectors.   

I applied for a grant to assist in election expenses. The City of Potterville was awarded a $5000.00 
grant from Center for Tech and Civic Life. The Eaton County Clerk strongly suggested the City purchase 
another tabulator. So, $2750 will be applied towards the purchase of a second tabulator to be used for 
Absent Voter Counting Board Precinct and as a backup equipment if needed.  The remainder of the cost, 
$2750 for the tabulator, will be paid by State of Michigan, Bureau of Elections. The rest of the grant 
funds will be used for other expenses for the election such as signs and hazard pay for the 
workers.  

If I can be of any assistance to you please feel free to contact me. I am in the office on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, 8:30-5:00 and Monday and Fridays as needed. 

 

Becky Dolman  
Interim City Clerk 
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Council report for October 2020 
 
 
 
The DPW has finished are fall water main flushing program we started to do this at night it 
seems to go a bit smoother with less hassle I think this will become the new norm for spring 
and fall flushing. 
 
We start fall chipping the week of the 12th thru the 16th of October. We also start leaf pick up 
the week of October 19th thru the end of November. The fall waste water discharge has started 
and will go thru December. 
 
Dump your junk event is happening the 10th of October and will be manned and ran by DPW at 
Lake Alliance in compost area from 8 am to 1 pm or dumpsters are full. We also put up a new 
security gate at well number 3 
 
On Sunset drive to help with security of this well. The basketball court is coming along very 
nicely is all stained hoop is in place and lines painted will be sealed later this week and then we 
can finish dirt work around court  
 
And plant grass. Wednesday the 7th we received our winter salt delivery of 100 tons with 50 
tons on back up for late season delivery. The project on Lockview meadows has completed and 
looks very nice they have  
 
Chipped and sealed the complete subdivision. We are also in the process of fall maintenance on 
all the vehicles and equipment to ready them for winter snow removal. 
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Benton Township Fire Department 
         4713 Hartel Road 

            Potterville, MI 48876 
                Business 517-645-7061 * Fax 517-645-7074 

 

 
Proudly Serving Benton Township & the City of Potterville 

Monthly Report 
September 2020 

 
 

Operational Information: 
�x  COVID-19 is still with us 
�x A-111 was serviced 
�x E-215 had engine oil leak repaired at D & K Truck 
�x New EMS Backpacks were stocked & placed in-service  
�x Ordered New 4G Modems for the LifePak 15 Cardiac Monitors 
�x Fire Prevention Week �± Looking for alternate ways to deliver Fire Prevention Week 

 
Training: 

�x Dr. Haraldsson �± Sparrow �± Eaton Emergency Department  
�x Review of 2020 Emergency Response Guidebooks 
�x Community Drive Bye 
�x The Lockout LLC Demonstration & Training with Chief Barry from Potterville Police Dept. 

 
Meetings & Special Events: 

�x TCEMCA Board Meeting 
�x FIRSTNET Presentation 

 
Calls For Service (CFS): 

�x Fire �± 12 City of Potterville,  6 Benton Township, 2 Mutual Aid  
�x EMS �± 14 City of Potterville, 25 Benton Township, 56 Mutual Aid  
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https://dhcapital.com/
https://dhcapital.com/news-events/stackpath-edge-computing-platform-receives-investment-from-juniper-networks-cox-communications/
https://dhcapital.com/news-events/leading-sector-focused-advisory-boutiques-form-a-strategic-partnership/
https://dhcapital.com/news-events/compass-datacenters-acquires-root-data-center-expanding-focus-on-hyperscale-market/
https://dhcapital.com/news-events/compass-datacenters-announces-3-billion-expansion-plan/
https://dhcapital.com/news-events/dh-capital-co-advised-sungard-availability-services-on-chapter-11-restructuring/
https://dhcapital.com/news-events/dh-capital-advises-agilis-systems-on-significant-growth-investment-from-spectrum-equity/
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https://dhcapital.com/news-events/dh-capital-advises-venture-technologies-on-planned-sale-to-convergeone/
https://dhcapital.com/news-events/great-hill-partners-to-exit-ascenty/
https://dhcapital.com/news-events/lightedge-announces-acquisition-of-compliant-cloud-provider-onramp/
https://dhcapital.com/news-events/dh-capital-advises-stratalux-on-sale-to-reliam/
https://dhcapital.com/news-events/madison-dearborn-partners-acquires-leading-database-infrastructure-and-cloud-managed-services-provider-rdx/
https://dhcapital.com/news-events/dh-capital-advises-quest-software-on-growth-equity-investment-from-wilsquare-capital/
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